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CERTIFICATE OF PROCLAMATION

Y C 10 N

ON BEHALF OF THE PEOPLE OF MICHIGAN
I, Rick Snyder, governor of Michigan, do hereby proclaim
February 7-14, 2015

CONGENITAL HEART DEFECT
AWARENESS WEEK

WHEREAS, congenital heart defects, conditions present at birth that affect structure and function
of the heart, are among the most common birth defects and the leading cause of birth defect-related
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deaths in babies; and, )
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WHEREAS, every yvear 40,000 infants are both in the United States with congenital heart defects, =
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with more than 1,700 of those in Michigan; and,
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WHEREAS, some congenital heart defects may not be diagnosed until months or years after birth,
2= early screening of newborns using pulse oximetry detects some critical congenital heart defects, and
early diagnosis is associated with improved health outcomes; and,
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_ WHEREAS, in 2015 we celebrate the 50 anniversary of Michigan's Newborn Screening Program to
== highlight the importance of sereening babies for more than 50 conditions, including congenital heart
= defects, in order to improve the health outcomes and well-being of all Michigan children; and,
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== WHEREAS, Congenital Heart Defect Awareness Week provides the opportunity for patients and
: families affected by these conditions to share their experiences and knowledge with the publie, so
that we may all be made more aware of how congenital heart defects affect our lives; and,
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